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WCLBMA Kkicks off campaign to educate
elected officials on importance of this industry

WCLBMA has launched a campaign to get the book “Legacy of Lumber” into the hands of every state and
federal elected officials in and from California. Many state and federal legislators have little or no idea
about the importance of this industry. Usually, when they take time to learn about it, they find a well-
managed, sustainable, community-oriented, and hardworking business that cares about the people who
work in it.

Lumber is the story of America. Too often not enough credit is given for how this industry built (and
continues to build) this nation. The independent lumber dealer was usually one of the first business in
any new town, and today is one of the most critical businesses for anything involving construction,
remodeling and repairs. The image portrayed of the lumber industry has not always been positive and
certainly not accurate. This is an industry of the real environmentalists who care about this renewable
resource.

The last elections also produced a number of both state and federal legislators who know little or nothing
about this critical industry. WCLBMA believes if this book can get into the hands of elected officials and
staff there will be better understanding when it votes on issues affecting lumber and building materials,
and when regulations are considered that affect this industry.

WCLBMA is asking members to underwrite a $30 per book cost, which includes shipping and an
accompanying letter, of sending a copy of "The Legacy of Lumber" to all state assembly members and
state senators, and to California and Nevada members of Congress and US senators. The books can also
be mailed to the President and governor. Continued on next page
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WCLBMA Kicks off campaign from page 1

The first part of the book is a quick reading and moving story of this industry, from colonial days to the
present. The second half of the book is the story of many independent lumber dealers and others who
continue to make this state and nation strong and growing.

An order form is also included on the last page of this edition of the LUMBER LOG.

NLBMDA Signs Letter in Support
of Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill

On February 6, over 140 organizations led by the National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) sent a
letter to House and Senate Leadership urging the development and passage of a comprehensive
infrastructure investment bill. NLBMDA signed on to the letter in support of
substantial long-term investments in the nation’s infrastructure.

NLBMDA supports increased infrastructure investment to reduce congestion on
Americas roads and bridges, as well as expanding the supply of affordable housing.
The Office of the Speaker of the House assured NLBMDA at a recent meeting that
affordable housing would be supported as part of any infrastructure bill. NLBMDA is
a member of NAMs Council of Manufacturing Associations, and will continue to work
to make infrastructure investment a priority in this Congress.
Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Speaker Pelosi, and Minority Leaders Schumer and McCarthy:
We are a broad coalition of associations and organizations working with all levels of government to
address our nation’s long-standing infrastructure deficit. As this challenge persists and worsens, we
encourage you to develop and advance a bipartisan infrastructure investment package that will improve
the safety, reliability and efficiency of our nation’s infrastructure.
Substantial and long-term investments in all kinds of infrastructure are needed to expand our economy,
grow jobs and compete globally. We appreciate strong bipartisan support for various infrastructure
initiatives over the years - including in the past Congress - and hope this momentum can lead to a more
substantial commitment this year to meet the growing needs of our economy.
During this period of divided government, we urge Republicans and Democrats to unite to develop and
pass a bipartisan infrastructure bill that addresses these key priorities:
e Significantly increases direct federal investments in a broad range of infrastructure sectors, ¢ Fixes
chronic challenges and addresses reoccurring shortages in key federal infrastructure accounts such as the
Highway Trust Fund,
¢ Complements and strengthens existing tools, such as municipal bonds, that successfully deliver
infrastructure investments at the federal, state and local levels, ¢ Facilitates opportunities for private
investment in U.S. infrastructure,
» Creates efficiencies such as accelerating the federal permitting process, while continuing to provide
environmental protections, and
¢ Encourages active participation among all levels of government and between public and private sectors
without shifting federal responsibilities because no single partner can deliver a well-functioning, national
U.S. infrastructure network driven by a long-term vision and funding stability.
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Erick Johnson, Regional Marketing

Data Breach Management: Preparation is Key

In the event of a data breach, your level of preparedness will make a significant difference in your ability
to recover. Here are key components of data breach management to consider for your business.

Continually Analyze Your Risks

Analyze your risk of a data breach from three perspectives: processes, technology, and people. This risk
assessment will give you a clearer picture of potential holes in your security.

Processes: Forty-eight percent of breaches were caused by malicious or criminal attacks by hackers or
criminal insiders[1]. Evaluate the way you collect, store, or transmit sensitive financial or customer data.
Take the time to confirm your vendors’ compliance with the latest cyber security recommendations.

Technology: The use of encryption has been shown to help decrease overall data breach costs[1].
Consider encryption of all devices used by your employees, such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones.
Additionally, install firewalls for servers and networks, or restrict access to suspicious websites.

People: Phishing, or “social engineering,” scams are becoming more and more sophisticated. Educate
your employees to “think before you click” on e-mails that seem suspicious, too good to be true, or
uncharacteristic of the sender. Always double check accounts, and job or order numbers against your
accounts payable. When in doubt, call the vendor to confirm a payment request.

Establish a Crisis Management and Response Plan

An established incident response team can help reduce your data breach costs[1]. When you experience a
data breach, time is of the essence and you need to be prepared to respond quickly and appropriately per
your legal or regulatory obligations.

Determine when and how the breach occurred, the type of information accessed, and how many
individuals were affected. Work with qualified legal counsel to determine your legal obligations. Then
assess the risks you and your customers face because of the data breach, and how you will mitigate those
risks. When communicating with your employees and customers, be genuine and clear while letting them
know what actions you are taking, but be cautious to not overshare. Companies that focus on improving
future actions and how they can immediately assist employees or clients can do much to restore good
faith and retain business.

Work with your legal advisors and risk managers to create and refine your plan on a regular basis. Check
with your insurance carrier to determine what resources are available for development and training.

Federated Insurance is endorsed by WCLBMA for property & casualty needs and financial
protection services. For more information, contact WCLBMA at 800/266-4344.




